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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE February 2011 

 
 Access Equipment Market – UK 2011-2015 

New AMA report Reviews Developments in the Access Equipment Market 

 

“The UK market for access equipment is currently worth almost £250m. Following strong 
falls in 2008/09, overall market decline in 2010 has been relatively marginal, though this 

disguises the variable performance of different product groups and the wide range of end 

use markets – including commercial, industrial and domestic new build & RMI sectors.” 

 

A brief summary of the report is included on the following page. 

 

Priced at £665, the report is currently available from AMA Research Ltd.  

Telephone 01242 235724 or e-mail at sales@amaresearch.com.uk. 
 

 

Editors Note: 

 

Attached is a summary of the report.  Please use brief extracts if you wish, but we would 

request that references to company market shares are not published without our prior 

permission. 

 
If you would like to receive an editorial review copy or would like to speak to an author of this 

report, please contact Andrew Hartley or Chris Moore on (01242) 235724. 

 
Please include our web address and telephone number on any review printed; it would also be 

appreciated if a copy of the review could be forwarded to AMA Research. Thank you. 

 
 

AMA Research Ltd 
Montpellier House  
Montpellier Drive 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire GL50 1TY 
Tel:  +44 (0)1242 235724 
Fax:  +44 (0)1242 262948 
E-mail: andrewhartley@amaresearch.co.uk 
Website:  www.amaresearch.co.uk 
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Access Equipment Market UK 2011-2015 
 
      UK Access Equipment Market 2007 - 2013 by Value (£m at MSP) 

 

The UK market for access equipment is 
currently worth almost £250m. Following 

strong falls in 2008/09, overall market 
decline in 2010 has been relatively 

marginal, though this disguises the variable 

performance of different product groups 
and wide range of end use markets – 

including commercial, industrial and 
domestic new build & RMI sectors. 

The global financial crisis and construction downturn impacted on all sectors of the access equipment market in 
2008-09, primarily due to contractors delaying new equipment purchases and the leading hire organisations 

cancelling their fleet upgrade programmes for powered access equipment.   

A continuing positive long term influence on the development of the access equipment market has been the 
impact of legislation, in particular the ‘Work at Height’ Regulations 2005 - The impact of the regulations is likely 
to become more limited in the future as significant substitution has already occurred between ladders and access 
towers, and MEWP’s. 

Non-powered access products, which includes ladders, scaffolding and access towers, have seen some market 

decline in 2008-10, but have generally performed better than powered access over this period. As a result, non-
powered products have increased share and now account for over 45% of the market, though powered access 

should regain share in the medium term. 

While 2010 has been relatively stable, or marginally declining, 2011 is viewed as slightly more positive, with a 

forecast growth of around 1%. However, as indicated previously, market performance will tend to be variable, 
with certain sectors performing better than others. 

Announcements in late-2010 indicated that the public sector will see significant capital spending cuts – 

particularly with the ending of the Building Schools for the Future programme. However, infrastructure will offer 
good long term opportunities for contractors and hirers, with substantial new orders for rail electrification, station 

upgrades etc, recently placed. The energy sector also offers substantial opportunities with major investment in 
wind, nuclear and renewables rolling out over the next decade. 

In the short-medium term, performance of the access equipment market will largely depend on recovery in 

housebuilding and RMI work across both residential and commercial sectors. Business and consumer confidence 
remains fragile, but a buoyant manufacturing sector is boosting plant maintenance work in the sector, while 

housebuilding showed tentative signs of recovery in 2010.  

Orders for fleet renewals from the MEWP rental sector could provide significant motivation for the overall UK 

access equipment market. The pattern of demand in 2011 may provide some indications as to when this is likely 

to occur, though historical volatility of order-placing makes it difficult to forecast the next upturn. 

AMA Research’s report “Access Equipment Market – UK 2011-2015” is available in hard copy or electronic 
format for £665 and can be ordered online at www.amaresearch.co.uk or by calling 0871 3103450. 
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