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 Bricks and Blocks Market – UK 2011-2015 

New AMA report Reviews Developments in the Bricks and Blocks Market 

 

“By 2009, the UK market for bricks had declined by almost 50% from 2007 levels, 
reflecting the rapid downturn in housebuilding and a fragile RMI market. However, both 
production and sales/delivery figures improved in 2010, with our estimates for the full 

year indicating that UK net supply recovered by 3-4%, but confidence in the UK economy 

in general – and the housing market in particular - remains fragile and it is unlikely that 
the market will reach pre-recession figures in the short-medium term.” 

 

 A brief summary of the report is included on the following page. 

 
Priced at £665, the report is currently available from AMA Research Ltd.  

Telephone 01242 235724 or e-mail at sales@amaresearch.co.uk. 
 

 

Editors Note: 

 

Attached is a summary of the report.  Please use brief extracts if you wish, but we would 

request that references to company market shares are not published without our prior 

permission. 

 
If you would like to receive an editorial review copy or would like to speak to an author of this 

report, please contact Andrew Hartley or Chris Moore on (01242) 235724. 

 
Please include our web address and telephone number on any review printed; it would also be 

appreciated if a copy of the review could be forwarded to AMA Research. Thank you. 

 

 

AMA Research Ltd 
Montpellier House  
Montpellier Drive 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire GL50 1TY 
Tel:  +44 (0)1242 235724 
Fax:  +44 (0)1242 262948 
E-mail: andrewhartley@amaresearch.co.uk 
Website:  www.amaresearch.co.uk 
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Bricks and Blocks Market UK 2011-2015 

    UK Market for Facing Bricks, % Share of End Use Sector 
                              by Area Installed (2010)  

 

By 2009, the UK market for bricks 

had declined by almost 50% from 

2007 levels, reflecting the rapid 

downturn in housebuilding and a 
fragile RMI market. 

However, both production and 

sales/delivery figures improved in 

2010, with our estimates for the full 

year indicating that UK net supply 

recovered by 3-4%, but confidence 

in the UK economy in general – and 

the housing market in particular - 

remains fragile and it is unlikely 
that the market will reach pre-recession figures in the short-medium term. 

Product mix has remained relatively consistent for over two decades, with facing bricks accounting 

for the bulk of sales at almost 80%, with common and engineering bricks accounting for the 

balance. The chart illustrates the importance of the housing market , accounting for an estimated 

45% of facing brick sales, with around 20% used in commercial and public sector applications, and 
housing RMI and industrial applications accounting for 30% and 5% respectively. 

Almost 14 million square metres of bricks were used in cladding in 2009, a 30% fall from the 

estimated 17.8 million square metres in 2008. Facing bricks are estimated to account for around 

35% of the total UK wall cladding market, though brick volumes used in this application have been 

in long term decline reflecting the switch to apartments over the last decade. However, for the first 

time in a decade, the share of flats has declined as developers switch back to traditional housing 

which will help stimulate demand for bricks, if sustained. 

UK sales of aggregate concrete blocks rose steadily between 2002 -2007, buoyed by a strong 

housing market and high levels of commercial construction activity and government spending on 

public housing projects. However, the recession and subsequent falls in the above markets led to 

estimated declines in market value of over 40% between 2007-09, with 2010 showing tentative 

signs of the market levelling out. 

Quarrying of indigenous stone has been in long-term decline, and imports now account for over 
half of natural stone sales in the UK. In value terms, the market for natural building stone fell by 
around 10% in 2010, and was estimated at around £90 million.  

The value of the UK cast stone market (building blocks and cladding), is broadly estimated to be 
worth around £5-6 million (MSP). 

Sales of bricks and pre-cast concrete blocks are forecast to improve in 2011, by 6% and 1% 

respectively, although the market for natural and cast stone is likely to decline by 4% in 2011 and 
a further 4% in 2012 due to their higher dependence on commercial markets. 

Growth to 2015 – for all product sectors – is likely to be moderate and our estimates indicate that 

by 2015 the market for bricks will be worth over £470 million, with concrete blocks also 

recovering. However, the recovery will be fragile reflecting an uncertain housebuilding market, 

declining public sector output and slow growth in the RMI market as consumer confidence slowly 
recovers.   

AMA Research’s report “Bricks and Blocks Market – UK 2011-2015” is available in hard copy or 

electronic format for £665 and can be ordered online at www.amaresearch.co.uk or by calling 
01242 235724. 
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