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Where are the Improvements Coming from for Highway
Maintenance?
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It’s is well noted that the highways and roads within the UK require regular
maintenance. AMA Research have discovered some positive news regarding this
matter, the percentage of infrastructure output taken by the roads sector has
increased steadily in recent years, from less than 18% in 2014 to almost 24% in
2018.

From there, there is even more positive that we can take, expenditure on roads
infrastructure increased by more than 22% back in 2018. This is a figure that has
been growing steadily for several years and has almost doubled from the four years
previous.

Jane Tarver, Researcher and Editor at AMA Research sights that “Highways
maintenance accounts for a significant percentage of UK infrastructure spending. It is
generally recognised that sizeable investment is required to make the UK’s road
network fit for purpose. Considerable investment is being directed to fix road
problems such as potholes, a situation exacerbated by recent UK weather conditions.”

The Government continues to explore ways of bringing more private capital into road
building. The Government has supported projects previously such as the expansion of
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Heathrow, however it is expected that the funding model for such is likely to undergo
a variety of changes over the coming years. The Government’s budget announcement
is set to be on the 11™ March 2020 it will be interesting to see to see how this plays
out for the highway maintenance sector as well as infrastructure as a whole, where
previous capital expenditure on the national roads was the equivalent of 16% of the
total spend by the Department for Transport.

It is known that environmental and sustainability considerations will need to play a
greater role in future highways management and design. More consideration is also
expected to be given towards sustainable forms of transport (e.g. cycling), as well as
alternatively fuelled vehicles such as electric cars and the possible spread of driverless
vehicles. This can only be exacerbated by the government’s pledge to be carbon
neutral by 2050 as well as the banning of the sale of new petrol, diesel or hybrid cars
in the UK being brought forward from 2040 to 2035.

The information was taken from the_Highway Maintenance Market Report — UK 2019-
2023 by AMA Research, which is available to purchase now at
www.amaresearch.co.uk or by calling 01242 235724.

Editors Note:

Please include our web address on any press release or article published. If you would like to
receive more information on the report, or would like to speak to the Editor, then please
contact:

Lesley-May Baker

AMA Research

t: +44 (0) 1242 235724

e: lesley-may.baker@amaresearch.co.uk

About AMA Research

AMA Research is a leading provider of market research and consultancy services with over 25
years’ experience within the construction and home improvement markets. For more
information, go to www.amaresearch.co.uk or follow us on Twitter @AMAResearch for all the
latest building and construction market news.

Since 2017, AMA Research has been part of Barbour ABI, a leading provider of construction
intelligence services. Barbour ABI is part of UBM, which in June 2018 combined with Informa
PLC to become a leading B2B information services group and the largest B2B Events organiser
in the world. To learn more and for the latest news and information, visit www.ubm.com and
www.informa.com.
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