
 

 

Sales of single sofas are the fastest growing sector in the 

upholstered furniture market 

 

As a mature market, upholstered furniture remains mainly a non-essential purchase 

with lengthy replacement cycles and therefore can be deferred in times of economic 
constraint, according to the new report by AMA Research.   

The market is responsive to levels of consumer confidence, the performance of the 

housing market, changes in disposable income and so on. Nevertheless, the market 
has shown above average growth since 2012. 

Within the upholstered furniture market, purchasing patterns have changed 
considerably in the last decade and most manufacturers and retailers now offer a 
number of furniture pieces within a range. 

As a result of this, the value mix of products has continued to change, with customers 
favouring more informal and contemporary combinations of sofas and armchairs, 

including action furniture in either category. 

Suites continue to form the bulk of purchases in this sector, accounting for over half 

of the market, however, this has dropped in recent years. Sales of single sofas are the 
fastest growing sector within the market and now account for over a third of the 
market. 

In terms of material mix, the share accounted for by leather has declined marginally 
over the last 3-5 years, with the wide range of colours and styles are supporting the 

growth of the fabric sector.  

“The popularity of modern and contemporary furniture seems to favour alternative 
furniture combinations, rather than the traditional 3-piece suites. This is reflected in 

the range of design options now offered, including corner sofas, u-shaped sofas and 
chaise sofas.” Stated AMA’s Head of Research, Hayley Thornley. 



“In addition, subtle patterns are increasingly being used within both contemporary 

and traditional upholstery styles. Stronger colours are also growing, in line with 
neutral décor and contemporary styles.”  

Total sales of upholstered furniture are forecast to see continued growth to 2022, 

although the rate of growth is expected to be lower than in the last few years, due 
mainly to the factors mentioned earlier. 

 

The information was taken from the Upholstered Furniture and Beds Market Report - UK 

2018-2022 by AMA Research, which is available to purchase now at www.amaresearch.co.uk 

or by calling 01242 235724. 

 

 

 

Editors Note: 

Please include our web address on any press release or article published. If you would like to 

receive more information on the report, or would like to speak to the Editor, then please 

contact: 

Roshni Patel 

AMA Research 

t: +44 (0) 1242 235724 

e: roshnipatel@amaresearch.co.uk 

 

 

About AMA Research 

AMA Research is a leading provider of market research and consultancy services with over 25 

years’ experience within the construction and home improvement markets. For more 

information, go to www.amaresearch.co.uk or follow us on Twitter @AMAResearch for all the 

latest building and construction market news. 

Since 2017, AMA Research has been part of Barbour ABI, a leading provider of construction 

intelligence services. Barbour ABI is part of UBM, which in June 2018 combined with Informa 

PLC to become a leading B2B information services group and the largest B2B Events organiser 

in the world. To learn more and for the latest news and information, visit www.ubm.com and 

www.informa.com. 
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